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GUATEMALA: KEY TO LATIN AMERICAN STRUGGLE 


The invasion of Guatemala by an “army of liberation" under Colonel Carlos Castillo Armas 
set off the first open war between pro-communists and anti-communists in the Western 
Hemisphere. 


Although no more than five or six thousand armed men were involved on either side, the 


outcome of the conflict is calculated to have affected the destinies of more than 3,000,000 
Guatemalans. 


Just as a victory for the pro-communist regime would have encouraged communists to step 
up their efforts at infiltration and political agitation in Chile, Brazil, Bolivia and other Latin 
American countries, the Armas victory can be expected to cause a slow-down in the Kremlin's 
entire timetable for Latin American action. 


What plans does the Kremlin have for Latin America? The official Soviet Communist Party 
organ, "Communist", of March 1954, discusses in detail the strategy they are using right now in 
their conspiracy to drag all of Latin America into the "camp of socialism." 


The "National Liberation" Movement 


The Red plan for Latin America involves two distinct programs. The "national-liberation" 
movement, designed to drive U.S. economic and political influence out of Latin America, is one 
of them. The other is the "partisans of peace" campaign to close down military bases in Latin 
America (which would include bases protecting the Panama Canal) and to break up all military 
agreements between the U.S. and Latin American countries. 


While communists are goading unsuspecting Latin Americans into supporting these two move- 
ments, they are busily infiltrating and seizing key positions of power in labor and peasant groups, 


propaganda organs, and the government on a pattem which already has proved successful in 
Guatemala. 


At the same time they deceive the Latin Americans themselves and much of the bewildered 
outside world into believing that these programs of national liberation and partisans of peace are 








legitimate political movements since they are led by publicly-proclaimed non-communists --- 
such as Jacobo Arbenz in Guatemala. 


How do the communists get away with all this? The answer is that they have worked out a 
technique for taking over politically backward peoples by political means. 


The Communist Political Technique 


The technique is simple. Communists quietly move into an area where the people are 
politically backward, point out a few conditions the people are unhappy about, and then go into 
their ghost-written political sales talk blaming the "capitalists" for exploiting them and promising 
that the communists will lead their struggle against the capitalist exploiters. 


The magazine, "Communist", explains that right now they are telling Latin Americans that 
the "U.S. wants to exploit the land, natural wealth and people of these countries for the prepara- 
tion of a new war" and that "people of Latin America are struggling for economic and political 
independence, for the liquidation of the rule of imperialists of the U.S.A. on the continent." 


The major villains, according to what Communist political agitators are telling Latin Amer- 
icans, are the U.S. corporations which "have seized key positions in the economy of Latin 
America. Thus, Standard Oil dominates in the oil industry, U.S. Steel in mining, Anaconda 
Copper in light metallurgy, Armour-Swift in the meat industry, and so on. In five countries of 
Central America (Honduras, Costa-Rica, Salvador, Nicaragua and Panama) the United Fruit 
Company rules completely." 


U.S. Corporations Are Primary Targets 


These corporations, thus, are major targets of the communist conspiracy to drive U.S. eco- 
nomic and political influence out of Latin America. As soon as they can stir the people into a 
high pitch of nationalistic feeling, they plan to channel that feeling into programs of nationalizing 
natural wealth and industries; in other words, to expropriate property of U.S. corporations. This 
already has been done in Guatemala, where 400,000 acres of United Fruit Company property has 
been expropriated. 


This is not all they are saying in Latin America. Their political agitators also are attacking 
the entire concept of Pan-Americanism. According to communists, the Organization of American 
States is being used by the U.S. for its own selfish ends and Pan-Americanism is merely one of 
Wall Street's methods of suppression and subjugation. 


Guatemala, where the communist program was farthest advanced, is a key to the develop- 
ing struggle in Latin America. As the communists themselves point out, events in Guatemala 
went beyond the question of whether or not a small Central American country went communist. 
A larger issue is whether the example of (temporary at least) Communist domination of Guate- 
mala would promote the growth of the national liberation and partisans of peace programs in 
other countries of Latin America. 


Danger in Latin America 


The communists point out that already the national liberation movement has led to the 
nationalization of the tin industry in Bolivia, . . . cancellation of a military treaty between the 
U.S. and Mexico, growing demands in Chile to annul a military agreement with the U.S., anda 
law in Brazil prohibiting the participation of foreign companies in the exploration of oil deposits. 


This program of national liberation, they say, is "unbreakably tied to the fight for peace. 
The movement of the partisans of peace is directed against the imperialism of the U.S.A. Peace 
partisans demand liquidation of military bases of the U.S. on the territory of Latin American 
countries, an end to the policy of militarism, and restoration of normal relations with all countries 
of the world. In Argentina, Mexico and Chile preparations are being made for national peace 
congresses. In Brazil they are getting ready for a call of a conference on national liberation." 


Technique of Gaining Political Control 


While promoting these two programs against the United States, communists are busily con- 
solidating political control. As they explain it, "Progressive forces of Latin America are fighting 
for strengthening the unity of the working classes and their union with the peasants, thus creating 
the necessary conditions for the further unfolding of the national liberation movement. In each 
Latin American country there is growing a fight for the organization of a democratic front of 
national liberation, unifying all anti-imperialistic and anti-feudal forces and social groups. 

The Communist Party, being the leading force of the democratic movement, places itself at the 
head of the fight for unity, for establishing a unified anti-imperialist, democratic front." 


Thus the communists have drawn their lines for a political battle in Latin America. They 
will campaign for support of the masses for a communist-led united democratic front and against 
what they call U.S. economic and political imperialism. Both of these, of course, are phony 
issues, created by the skilled pens of Kremlin political strategists. By raising these issues they 
hope to conceal the fact that their chief aim is to tum Latin America into a series of Soviet satel- 
lites, and that the United States is the major obstacle to their plan. 


It is up to the anti-communists now to step up efforts to present a correct view of Latin 
American affairs. The way for Latin America to move toward greater independence, peace and 
higher living standards, after all, is not through the Kremlin-controlled Communist Party or 
through the communist doctrine of etemal struggle and class hate. Such goals can only be ob- 


tained through the further, peaceful development of the very democratic processes the com- 
munists are most anxious to destroy. 


CAN COMMUNISTS RUN ANTI-COMMUNISTS OUT OF CONG RESS? 


The communists have worked out a new political campaign strategy which, they believe, 
will be successful in defeating anti-communists in the November Congressional elections. 


Since the Party is too small to win political campaigns by itself, its new strategy is based on 
hoodwinking thousands of non-communists into supporting the immediate communist objective of 
running anti-communists out of Congress. 








The underground tactics the communists will use in trying to reach this goal were explained 
by George Blake Charney, general secretary of the Communist Party of New York, in the May, 
1954 “Political Affairs" . 


The communists, of course, will not put up candidates and platforms which can easily be 
labeled as "communist". The CP is not a genuine political party and it cannot be expected to act 
like one. 


Instead they will enter the campaign as political agitators. Their plan is to take full ad- 
vantage of every possible source of opposition to the target legislators. They will try to arouse 
opposition to anti-communists on whatever specific issues they can find, even when the issues 
have no direct connection with communism. Finally, they will throw their weight along with 
that of their dupes against anti-communist candidates when voting time comes. 


The "Anti-McCarthy Movement" 


Charney explains that the communists will move toward their political goal as fellow- 
travelers of the so-called “anti-McCarthy movement". As he states, "The Communist Party and 
the Left are learning to influence the (anti-McCarthy) program and bolster the fighting capacity 
of the (anti-McCarthy) movement as loyal participants in the struggle. This must be continued 
and multiplied on a grass roots level in shops, union locals and community organizations. 


“Every Party member has a role to play, every club, every organization. The main expres- 
sion of our vanguard role must be to stimulate the widest united front actions on the issue of 
McCarthyism and to help crystallize a common approach by the anti-McCarthy movement to the 
1954 elections. 


While the immediate goal of this communist maneuver is to defeat anti-communist legis- 
lators in the November election, the goal is not limited to this alone. The plan is designed to 
support certain fights they have already undertaken, and to prepare the way for other battles to 
come as indicated by Charney when he said: "The fight against McCarthyite legislation, Taft- 
Hartley, the Butler-Goldwater-Rhodes Bills and the rash of anti-communist bills is a major phase 


of the battle." 
Softening Attitude Toward Communists 


Apparently they also hope to make this campaign contribute to their long-range goal of 
getting Congress and the country in general to soften their attitude toward communists. Charney 
underscored this aim by urging Party political agitators to link opposition to McCarthy, “with the 
fight for political rights of the Communist Party", and to try to convince voters that “anti- 
Communism weakens their fight for peace, jobs, security and democracy." 


In preparation for a stepped up program on the labor front, Charney discloses that the plan 
also includes a concerted program to convince at least some voters that anti-communism is really 
an attack on labor instead of an attack against the spread of communism in the United States. 


All good Americans are anti-communist. However, some good Americans are also anti- 
McCarthy, anti-Taft-Hartley, and so on, for reasons of their own. What the communists are 


ahs 


trying to do is to cement into one strong pressure group, those who oppose the anti-communist 
legislators because of the legislators’ methods, and those who oppose anti-communists because 
they themselves are pro-communists. 


Although out of 435 seats to be decided in the House and 35 in the Senate, only a few may 
involve any clear cut difference between candidates on the issue of communism, the communists 
can be expected to be active wherever there are candidates who support a go-soft-on-communists 
program. 


A Test of Political Ability 


This will be an unusual campaign. Communist boss William Z. Foster already has said 
that it will be a test of the political ability of the Communist Party, U.S.A. For this reason 
alone, they can be expected to add innumerable complicating factors to the political picture. 


Defeating this communist plan for the November elections depends upon Americans becom- 
ing entirely aware of the cause and effects of these various communist maneuvers, and upon de- 
velopment of the ability to maintain this clear understanding despite the thousands of smoke- 
screens, detours and decoys set out by the communists to throw us off the trail. 


The immediate and complete clarification of the issues is necessary in order to keep those 
who oppose the anti-communist legislators because of the legislators' methods, from being tricked 
by communist reasoning into supporting the Red goal of running all anti-communists out of 
Congress. It is necessary also to alert groups who oppose anti-communist legislators for reasons 
entirely apart from the communist issue, that they may be being used to further communist 
objectives. 


CHURCHES: TARGET OF A NEW COMMUNIST DRIVE 


A world-wide campaign, sponsored by the communist-dominated World Peace Council, is 


now underway with the purpose of persuading churches and other groups to encourage petitions to 
ban the use of the H-bomb. 


In their effort to dupe churches into supporting the communist-directed campaign, cynical 
Moscow propagandists had Radio Moscow, on June 18, 1954, report an appeal to Christians by the 
"Secretary General of the USSR Baptist Union" (some practice of religion is tolerated in Russia 
today) urging support of the drive for a ban on atomic weapons. 


The appeal was issued, Radio Moscow said, in connection with the arrival of a delegation 
from the World Baptist Alliance and a group of German Lutheran leaders in Moscow at the invita- 
tion of the "All Union Council of Evangelical Christian Baptists." 


Can one conclude that this announcement indicates the Soviet Union has changed its views 
on religion? Although some softening has been reported in Kremlin attitudes toward churches, a 
vigorous anti-religious campaign is now going on in the Soviet Union. 








Anti-Religious Activity Goes On 


Only a few days before the Radio Moscow appeal the newspaper, "Komsomolskaya Pravda", 
in an editorial, called anew for an “active fight against religious prejudices" among Soviet youth 
by means of "scientific atheistic propaganda." 


Why then do the communists, who hate religion and who would like to destroy religious be- 
lief, humbly plea for churches throughout the world to sign a petition to ban atomic weapons? 


The answer is not difficult. The Soviet Union uses such petitions to give substance to its 
propaganda campaigns. First of all, communist spokesmen can urge "everyone who wants peace" 
to sign the petitions. When the petitions are signed, Kremlin propagandists can claim that the 
Soviet Union's stand on H-bombs has been supported by masses of people throughout the world. In 
the process, the crafty Soviet propagandists hope to convince many millions of people that Soviet 
policies are for peace and against war without doing anything more tangible to further peace or 
reduce the chances of war than to circulate a petition. 


Aside from this major aim, of course, such petitions provide the communists with a gold 
mine of names, a sort of sucker list, which they can use when they are soliciting support for other, 
less innocuous, communist programs. 


Many well-meaning citizens, unaware of the purposes to which these petitions are used, 
have signed their names to papers which have not aided the signers in any way, but which have 
been of great assistance to the Soviet Union. 


If your church or church group is asked to sign such petitions, first establish whether or not 
the petition. is communist-inspired or part of a communist-inspired world-wide program. Then it 
should be an easy matter to persuade your group to refrain from signing any document aiding the 
expansion of communism. 


"TOTAL EDUCATION" REACHES POLAND 


What do schools in Poland have to do with the United States? This is not a trick question. 
Schools in Poland are a waming to Americans since, in the hands of the communists, they have 
become tools for turning a Christian nation with many ties to the West into an atheistic, Soviet 
satellite. 


To communist school systems are devices for carrying on mass indoctrination and mass 
brainwashing. By means of education in schools, community and youth organizations, people 
from the nursery to the grave are subjected to an endless barrage of communist ideology. Its 
sheer volume and persistence is designed to wear away Christian ideals and Western ethics, and 
replace them with godless communist beliefs. 


Not only are educational systems used to convert a captive nation into a satellite, but edu- 
cational infiltration also is an active fifth-column technique used to soften up a country for com- 
munist conquest. The structure for indoctrination and brain-washing includes Party schools which 
teach the doctrine of Marxism-Leninism, communist-line publications which twist history to fit 
the Kremlin pattern, and summer camps where the Party line is made part of the recreational 
program. wikis 


How They Do It in Poland 


Consider, however, the many ways in which the Party reaches the individual with its ide- 
ological message in Poland where the system is fully developed. The facts, disclosed in an ex- 
cellent study by Joseph Roucek, an educational psychologist, which appeared in the May 1954 
"Educational Forum," are these. 


The Party starts its program with the youngest children. Their minds are dominated in ele- 
mentary and secondary schools through Party control of teacher training, textbooks and curriculum. 
Special Children's Day promotions are used to impress younger children with the glories of com- 
munism. Organizations such as the Boy Scouts are subverted by politically trained leaders who 
substitute military and political projects for the "capitalistic" programs of crafts and nature study. 


Older children and the youth come under the watchful eye of the Union of Polish Youth, 
or ZMP, which is similar to the Soviet Union's Komsomol. The ZMP controls the teaching of 
Marxist Dialectic in the schools. Another organization, Youth Service, or Service to Poland, 
uses high sounding goals to recruit youth to work on roads, build factories, and drain swamps. 
Their average day consists of five hours of work and three hours of indoctrination on "the funda- 
mental deep changes which are taking place in Poland." Training stresses military discipline and 
marksmanship. 


Program for Adults 


While the communists are forcibly moulding the minds of children and youth into predeter- 
mined communist patterns of thinking, they also are busy with the more difficult task of reeducat- 
ing adults. This is a job of the Party schools controlled directly by the Polish United Workers 
Party (The Party). Under Party direction Mass Indoctrination schools offer bi-weekly lectures in 
factories on subjects such as Marxist ideology, the history of Labor, the strategy and tactics of 
the fighting proletariat. After completing three years of Mass Indoctrination training, the more 
promising students may enroll in District and Provincial Party schools and may, if they qualify 
as trustworthy Party drudges, go on to the Central School for advanced courses in the philosophy, 
politics and economics of communism. 


Since it is from the ranks of the intellectuals — the professional and scientific people — 
that leadership for a revolt against the totalitarian communist regime is most likely to spring, 
special care is paid to their selection and training. Candidates for professional training are 
signed up by Party recruiters. When a candidate is discovered, he is required to apply for en- 
trance to a university. Along with the application goes a recommendation from the Union of 
Polish Youth or the Society for Polish Soviet Friendship or some other such communist organization. 


More of Marx and Lenin 


All graduate study for scientific workers is controlled by the Party through its Institute for 
the Training of the Scientific Cadres. Entrance requirements include four years of Party activity, 
a master's degree or completed university studies, and an interest in science. Their scientific 
studies then include more courses in applications of the philosophy of Marx and Lenin. Qualified 
students, who are still interested in more of this type of leaming, can study an additional two 
years for the highest degree offered, called the “Aspirancy", somewhat similar to our Doctor's 
Degree . 
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"Freedom of Choice" — Communist Style 


Throughout the entire educational system little choice is given to the students conceming 
what they want to study and no choice is given them in what they are required to believe. This 
lack of free choice extends beyond school, as well. The Planned Employment Law of 1950 forces 
graduates of technical high schools and of all higher schools to accept whatever job they are as- 
signed upon graduation. Under this provision several classes of technical high school graduates 
have even been sent to work in Soviet factories. 


So thorough is the Party's indoctrination program that students cannot escape from it even 
in periods of recreation. All sports and physical education activities are under the supervision of 
a special Party department. Vacation time is completely regimented. Those lucky enough to 
go to one of the state-owned resorts are subjected to heavy doses of ideological training as part of 
their recreational program. The political training is carried on in the army, too, where each 
post has its “cultural” officers, libraries and "Red" reading comers. 


Strange Lack of Success 


Despite this total education which leaves an individual next to no time at all for private 
thoughts, a strong feeling of nationalism and a strong Christian faith yet survives in Poland. The 
communists, no doubt puzzled by their program's strange lack of success so far, are nonetheless 
continuing it with the hope that in the long run it will wear away the ardent Polish patriotism. 


Meanwhile, since they have not been able to crush the Polish love of liberty, they have be- 
gun an intensive propaganda campaign to hamess it to the Soviet chariot of aggression. According 
to the Cominform Joumal, of April 30, 1954, they are calling up the memories of all the great 
Polish poets and patriots who fought for freedom and against tyranny. 


They are referring to the words of the poet, Adam Mickiewicz, that "Everywhere in Europe 
where there is suppression of freedom and a struggle for freedom, there is a struggle for the home- 
land and everyone must fight in this battle." 


They are recalling that “under the slogan, ‘For your freedom and ours', Kosciusko, Pulaski 
and their comrades fought for the independence of the United States. Jan Henryk Dombrowski 
and his comrades fought in revolutionary detachments in France." 


Why do communists speak of Polish heroes? They do it to break the spirit of Polish 
nationalism. They admit openly that they are glorifying Polish revolutionaries as part of a pro- 
gram "in educating the broad masses . . . . on the history of the working class movement and 
the revolutionary trend in the struggle against nationalism" and for "proletarian internationalism." 
What this gobbledegook boils down to is a base attempt to subvert Polish patriotism into supporting 
the communist conspiracy to conquer the world. 





